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OPERATIONAL OVERVIEW 

OBJECTIVES 

The Nature Coast Business Development Council is a 501(C)(3) public charity tasked with handling economic 

development for Levy County, a rural county of roughly 40,000 residents. 

It was created in 1985 as the Levy County Development Authority as a special district for assisting with key 

projects, eventually evolving into the organization it is today. It is led by Executive Director David Pieklik, who 

joined the organization in November 2011, and remains the sole employee. 

He oversees a Board of Directors, and members are from a variety of backgrounds, including real estate,    

financial services, transportation, education, agriculture and more. 

Funding is received primarily from the public sector through an annual agreement between the Board of 

County Commissioners. For this reporting period, Levy 

County funded the NCBDC for $66,400. 

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion provided $10,000 in 

funding. A revised investment program is launching in 

January 2020 to secure more private contributions.  

   DISPERSION OF FUNDS 

Funds from the County Commission are mainly used for 

operational expenses, including payroll and taxes,      

annual premiums, office supplies and travel. CareerSource is discretionary funding, earmarked for marketing 

purposes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An annual contract through the University of Central Florida provides a website portal to the Florida Virtual 

Entrepreneur Center, where start-ups and aspiring entrepreneurs can access resources to help begin or grow 

a business.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Like our counterparts throughout the state, 2020 was marked by the COVID-19 pandemic that still continued 

affecting the way business is conducted through the early stages of the subsequent fiscal year. 

Levy County saw about 1,500 job losses at the height of the health emergency, mostly in the food and       

hospitality sectors. However, as summer approached, there were signs the economy was quickly rebounding. 

The following table highlights activity through the year:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year was a record one with the most active projects ever with more than half the leads coming in after 

April. The unemployment rate — which had risen to as high as 11% - dropped back to 5.2% by August, close 

to pre-pandemic levels. As the fiscal year wrapped  up, the numbers looked as follows: 

 

    

 

  

Some of the highlights of the year included relocating a Pennsylvania-based  

manufacturer to Williston. Vanguard Manufacturing, LLC — which produces vinyl 

seawall — created 12 jobs at average annual wages of about $35,000. They also 

engaged with CareerSource for at least a few workers to go through On the Job 

Training.   

In June, the Tiny Homes Resort of Williston opened up on a 2-acre lot a block from 

the main business district in the city’s CRA district. The resort, which caters to the 

ecotourism and equestrian visitors, employs 10 workers. 

The Chiefland Health Center was under construction and expected to open October 

2020, creating 10 jobs and providing numerous services not  currently in the       

community, including urology, cardiology and mammography.  

2019-20 LEADS SUMMARY 

Type Number Percentage 
CareerSource    
referrals SBDC referrals 

BRE 4 12%   

Email 7 21%   

Enterprise Florida 6 18%   

Municipality     
request 3 9%   

Phone 9 27% 2 1 

Web site 1 3%   

Partner 3 9%   

TOTAL 33    

2019-20 Net New 
Jobs Last Year Difference 

Projected 2030 
Population 

New 
Jobs 
Needed 
by 2030 

387 510 -123 44,100-48,700 1,093 
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Entering 2020, Levy County was ranked by USA Today as the ninth fastest growing local economy in the     

nation based on Gross Domestic Product (GDP), with a 65% increase from 2013-2018. Trends show this is   

expected to continue through the coming year, with growth across multiple industry sectors that includes 

advanced manufacturing, agriculture, healthcare and aviation. 

Pending projects include a 10-bed community hospital , two codenamed projects in Williston and outside  

Inglis, a solar farm in Chiefland and the expansion of several existing businesses. No business incentives were 

processed through the NCBDC for this reporting period; one company went through the initial steps of       

applying for the state’s Qualified Target Industry program. However, that company did not follow through 

with the QTI. 

For the upcoming fiscal year, at least three applications for the County’s Economic Development Fund       

program were expected to be approved. While the NCBD did not draft any incentive agreements for 2019-20, 

it did use a $10,000 grant through the Duke Energy Foundation for continued analysis of a Strategic Site     

Inventory property, and contributed $1,500 for a tourism bureau marketing video project.  

PLANNING FOR TOMORROW 

Entering the 2020-21 fiscal year, the organization remains committed to          

completing objectives set the past year that could not be completed due to the 

pandemic. These include: 

 Increasing private investment  

 Completing the final report for “SSI-4” for marketing and potential               

development 

 A continued revision of the Business Retention and Expansion program 

 An overhaul of the organizational website for more interactivity,                   

site selection-friendly features, more video and functionality.    

 A disaster resiliency plan for better inter-department communication and disaster response, with plans for        

businesses to be more prepared and quicker to recover 

 A grant to extend a dedicated fiber optic line from Chiefland to Cedar Key to better serve commerce and vital     

communications 

 

  

 

 

 

 




